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In a previous publication, the author Pivo wrote, “Truckers can co-exist with pedestrians.  Wider 

sidewalks and pedestrian corner bulbs do not pose a problem.  However, predictability is of key 

importance to truck drivers as their vehicles are large and hard to stop and maneuver.  All-way 

crosswalks at intersections would provide greater certainty and safety in making turns at intersections 

by designating traffic flow for either vehicles or pedestrians.”   

Urban Street Design Guide Overview 

National Association of City Transportation Officials, 201 2 

Building off of the momentum of the Complete Streets movement in urban planning, the NACTO Urban 

Street Design Guide will be a synthesis of practices that cities across the U.S. are implementing to 

transform streets into places where people can safely and comfortably walk, ride a bike, wait for a bus, 

recreate, or relax.  Although the finalized Urban Street Design Guideline is expected to be completed in 

September 2013, NACTO released an overview of the guide in October 2012.   

The Urban Street Design Guide will provide a typology of streets and intersections and discuss critical 

issues like speed and safety; design speed and target speed; and corner design and turning radii among 

many others.  It will recommend various treatments and elements like parklets and pop-up parks, low 

impact design, and moving curbs.   
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The Urban Street Design Guide Overview provides extensive guidance on how designers can shift the 

emphasis away from high-speed auto travel on roads.  However, it rarely mentions the effects of such 

designs on freight movement.  In the discussion on lane width as a speed control mechanism, the guide 

advocates for 10-foot wide lanes where target speeds are 40 mph or less, but “one lane may be 11 feet 

wide” on bus and truck routes (p. 27).   This is the only mention of trucks or freight (with the exception 

of food trucks as a curbside use).   

Smart Transportation Guidebook 

NJDOT and PennDOT, 2008. 

This resource provides guidance on planning and designing all classes of non-limited access roadways in 

New Jersey and Pennsylvania to fit within the existing and planned community context. The handbook 

provides tools and techniques to integrate context sensitivity into the project development processes of 

the DOTs.  It presents a set of land use contexts and roadway types that influence the appropriate 

design values.  It also provides design guidelines for roadway elements like travel lanes and on-street 

parking, roadside elements like pedestrian and transit facilities, and general systems issues like access 

management and traffic calming. 

The guidebook clarifies that “states will continue to value the mobility offered by high-speed roadways 

that serve … heavy freight traffic,” but that state roadways that serve mostly local traffic can be 

designed to be more sensitive to the local context (p. 2).   When looking at the network configuration, 

“major roadways that are to serve as major truck routes or primary through traffic routes should avoid 

the centers of urban areas or neighborhoods wherever possible.  Community arterials and community 

collectors may be designated local truck routes to reach clusters of commercials uses in centers or cores 

(p. 33).”   

Lane width is dependent upon freight activity, among other factors.  The matrix of design values 

specifies that 12-foot lanes on regional arterials and community arterials are preferred when heavy 

truck volumes exceed five percent, particularly for speeds 35 mph or greater.  On community collectors 

and neighborhood collectors, 11-foot to 12-foot lanes are preferred when truck volumes exceed five 

percent (p. 37-38).   

The guidebook presents a Main Street overlay that anchors the center of a town, village, or city and has 

characteristics like wide sidewalks, mostly commercial and civic ground floor uses, and high building 

density.  The decision to create a new Main Street should be scrutinized when heavy truck volumes are 

greater than 5 percent and when the average trip length exceeds 15 miles (p. 41).   

An industrial street is another special roadway type, providing access to manufacturing, warehouse, or 

distribution uses.  Large trucks are the primary design consideration on these streets.  Travel lanes 

should be 12 feet wide.  On-street parking, if needed at all, should be provided only on one side of the 

street.   

When considering bike lanes, usually 5 feet is an acceptable width, however 6 feet is “recommended 

with the presence of considerable truck traffic (p. 50).”   




